[Congenital tuberculosis in preterm neonate: a case report].
Congenital tuberculosis is a rare but severe disease. Diagnosis is often delayed, especially in preterm neonates. We report a premature infant born after 27 weeks of gestation and in vitro fertilization. Tuberculosis was suspected after 112 days of life in view of sepsis, respiratory distress, and the discovery of maternal tuberculosis. Mycobacterium tuberculosis was isolated in endotracheal aspirates, gastric aspirates, and stools. The infant initially received four antitubercular antibiotics over 3 months, then two antibiotics over 9 months. A wide screening for a possible nosocomial transmission from this index case was set up. At the chronological age of 2 years, the baby is healthy without after-effects and no secondary cases were diagnosed. This article recalls the difficulty diagnosing congenital tuberculosis, particularly in preterm neonates. It also underlines the need to raise and eliminate the diagnosis of tuberculosis in an infertile woman.